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While there may be different boating and water safety tips that apply to different situ-
ations, there are general safety rules to remember every time you are on a boating or 
fishing trip. Following these basic boating safety tips and rules should become a habit.
• Always wear a properly fitting PFD (life jacket) that has been approved by the U.S. 
• Before leaving the dock, make sure you have all of the required boating safety equipment on 

board. If you're unsure about the equipment you are required to have, you can request a free 
vessel safety check from the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the United States Power Squadrons.

• Learn the boating rules of the road, also known as navigation rules. There are both online and 
classroom courses you can take to learn these boating basics.

• Pay close attention to the weather. Use a marine radio to monitor weather conditions at all times. 
• Never use alcohol or drugs before or during boat operation. Alcohol and drugs affect judgment, 

vision, balance and coordination.
• Make sure that your boating safety routine includes a float plan. Always leave accurate information with a trusted friend or family 

member regarding your intended destination and when you plan to return.
• Know what your boat's maximum capacity limit is and adhere to it. Overloading your boat can increase the risk of capsizing or 

swamping. When it comes to fishing gear, bring on board only what you need.
• Learn how to swim if you don't know how. Even if you do, it won't hurt to take a refresher course to review the basics.
• Regardless of your level of paddling experience, always be sure to take appropriate safety precautions when kayaking, canoeing or 

paddleboarding.
Source: https://www.takemefishing.org/boating/boating-and-water-safety/boat-safety-tips/

Basic Water Safety Rules



Do a Leakage Test
•The first step in drying out a wet, leaky basement is to find the source of the moisture. This simple test, 
using plastic wrap and masking tape, will help determine whether wetness is coming from inside or outside 
the foundation.

•Tape the plastic wrap tightly to a discolored area of the foundation. If the moisture is outside the plastic, 
there is moisture coming from inside the basement.

•Probably the easiest way to get rid of moisture in a basement is a dehumidifier.
•If the wetness is on the inside of the plastic, you may have a case of the “killer Gs”: gutter and grading 
problems.

•Routinely check the condition of the gutters. Keep them clear of debris and add gutter extensions to the 
downspouts.

Check Gutters and Grading
•For grading, make sure water is properly diverted away 
from the foundation of the house.

•To add an extension to a gutter, first stretch the ex-
tension to a length of 4’-5’ (enough to draw the water 
away from the house). The corrugated-plastic pipe, 
though sturdy and rigid, does pull apart with a little 
effort.

•Shape the extension pipe into a 90-degree angle; 
then slide it over the bottom end of the downspout. 
Secure the extension in place by inserting sheet-met-
al screws into the downspout.

•Remember always to aim the extension away from 
the foundation.

•Contact a professional to assess any repairs that may need to 
be made if water is making its way through the walls or floor. 
Source: https://www.diynetwork.com/how-to/rooms-and-

spaces/basement/how-to-prevent-a-leaking-basement

How to Prevent a Leaking Basement

Water Alarms Accidents happen…water heaters rust and leak, laundry tubs overflow, ice mak-ers leak, pipes break. You can detect leaks before they become bigger problems by placing a water alarm wherever there is a risk of water damage – in the utility room, kitchen, bathroom or basement. The alarm will sound when as little as 1/32 of an inch of water reaches the sensor and will sound up to three days. The batteries will last two to four years.
 These water alarms are available through your agent or Fairmont Famers Mutual at a cost of $12.50 per unit, which is our cost plus tax. A small investment now could save you a lot of stress later. 
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WATER DAMAGE 
DO’S AND DON’TS!!

If you have Water Damage there are many things that can be done to 
help limit the damage and make the cleanup process a little easier.  
Listed below are some things to do or not to do when you are in the 
process of cleaning up the water.

DO…………………
 4 Remove as much excess water as possible by mopping and blotting.
 4 Wipe water from wood furniture after removal of lamps and tabletop items.
 4 Remove and prop up wet upholstery cushions for even drying (check for possible bleeding).
 4 Place aluminum foil or wood blocks between furniture legs and wet carpeting.
 4 Turn on air conditioner for drying in summer; open windows slightly to speed drying in winter.
 4 Remove oriental or other colored rugs from wet wall to wall carpeting and floors.
 4 Open drawers and cabinet doors for complete drying (do not force).
 4 Remove valuable oil paintings and art objects to a safe place.
 4 Blot wet carpeting with clean white towels, use shop vacuum or carpet cleaning machine to remove 
     water.  Make sure the vacuum is properly grounded and wear rubber boats.
 4 Open suitcases and luggage to dry, in sunlight if possible.
 4 Punch small holes in aging ceilings to relieve trapped water (don’t forget to place pans or pails 
     beneath).
 4 Place important papers or books in freezer for drying.
 4 Contact your agent to determine if you have coverage, report the claim and determine what your 
     next steps should be. Contact a professional cleaner if necessary.

DO NOT………………
 4 Step into deep water in basements (electrocution may occur).
 4 Leave wet fabric in place; dry as soon as possible. Hang furs and leather goods to dry separately at 
     room temperature.
 4 Leave books, magazines or other colored items on wet carpet or floor.
 4 Use your household vacuum to remove water.
 4 Use any electrical appliances while standing on wet carpet or floors, especially not on wet concrete 
     floors (have all electrical appliances inspected before use).
 4 Turn off ceiling fixtures if ceiling is wet. Keep out of rooms where ceilings are sagging excessively 
     from retained water.
 4 Allow sewage contaminated surfaces to contact bare skin.

IT IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP THE DAMAGED PROPERTY UNTIL THE ADJUSTER HAS A 
CHANCE TO SEE THE PROPERTY AND DOCUMENT YOUR CLAIM.

If you have any questions please contact your agent or the adjuster that has been assigned to your claim.
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TIPS FOR HIRING A CONTRACTOR
Before you hire a contractor, the Department of Labor and Industry suggests the 
following:

• Ask for the contractor’s license number and contact the Department of Labor and Industry at  
651-284-5005 or 1-800-342-5354 to verify the builder is currently licensed and to find out if they have a 
disciplinary history; (The status of a contractor’s license can also be verified by using DLI’s Licensing/ 
Certificate search.)

• Ask the contractor how long and where they have been in business;
• Ask for references and check with former customers to see if they were satisfied with the work; 
• Ask for a Minnesota business address other than a post office box; 
• Ask for a local phone number where the contractor can be reached during normal business hours; 
• Check the contractor’s litigation history on the state court system’s website at http://pa.courts.state.

mn.us/default.aspx. 

Avoid contractors that:                                                                                                                
•  Arrive in an unmarked truck or van; 
•  Ask you to sign an estimate or authorization before you have decided to actually hire them; 
•  Appear to be willing to do the job at an unusually low price;
•  Offer to pay your deductible or offer you discounts or other compensation for hiring them;
• Only provide a post office box for their business address; 
• Require full or substantial payment before work begins; 
•  Refuse to provide you with a written estimate or contract; 
• Refuse to provide you with a license number issued by the state of Minnesota; 
• Refuse to provide you with references; 
• Show up at your door unsolicited; or 
• Use high-pressure sales tactics.

Before you sign a contract, make sure it includes:                                                                                                
• A detailed summary of the work to be done; 
• A description of materials; 
• The total contract price or how the price will be calculated; and 
• Specific timelines and provisions that address what will happen if the contractor fails to meet the  

contractual deadlines; 

Regulation is in place to protect homeowners entering into contracts with roofers. 
With certain restrictions, homeowners are allowed to cancel a roofing contract 

if their insurance company denies the claim. 

For additional information please visit the Department of Labor and Industry’s 
website at:  

https://www.dli.mn.gov/workers/homeowners/tips-hiring-contractor



In a House With a Basement
Avoid windows. Get in the basement and under some kind of 
sturdy protection (heavy table or work bench), or cover your-
self with a mattress or sleeping bag. Know where very heavy 
objects rest on the floor above (pianos, refrigerators, water-
beds, etc.) and do not go under them. They may fall down 
through a weakened floor and crush you.

In a House With No Basement 
Avoid windows. Go to the lowest floor, small center room 
(like a bathroom or closet), under a stairwell, or in an interior 
hallway with no windows. Crouch as low as possible to the 
floor, facing down; cover your head with your hands. A bath 
tub may offer a shell of partial protection. Even in an interi-
or room, you should cover yourself with some sort of thick  

padding (mattress, blankets, etc.), to protect against falling debris in case the roof and ceiling fail.

In an Apartment, Dorm or Condo
If you live in an apartment that is on an upper floor, get to the lowest level of the building that you can immediately. This could 
be an underground parking garage or a neighbor’s first floor apartment. Then move to the most interior area possible, away from 
windows.
If you live in a high-rise apartment building, you may not have enough time to get to a lower level, so picking a place in the hallway 
in the center of your building is the best idea such as a stairwell.  If that is not available, then a closet, bathroom or interior hall 
without windows is the safest spot in your apartment during a tornado.  Power loss during a tornado storm is common, so avoid 
elevators and keep a flashlight handy. 

In an Office Building, Hospital or Store
Follow instructions from facility managers. Go directly to an enclosed, windowless area in the center of the building -- away from 
glass and on the lowest floor possible. Then, crouch down and cover your head. Interior stairwells are usually good places to take 
shelter, and if not crowded, allow you to get to a lower level quickly. Stay off the elevators; you could be trapped in them if the 
power is lost.

In a Mobile Home
Get out! Even if your home is tied down, you are probably safer outside, even if the only alternative is to seek shelter out in the 
open. Most tornadoes can destroy even tied-down mobile homes; and it is best not to play the low odds that yours will make it. 
If your community has a tornado shelter, go there fast. If there is a sturdy permanent building within easy running distance, seek 
shelter there. Otherwise, lie flat on low ground away from your home, protecting your head. If possible, use open ground away 
from trees and cars, which can be blown onto you.  

At a School
Follow the drill! Go to the interior hall or room in an orderly way as you are told. Crouch low, head down, and protect the back of 
your head with your arms. Stay away from windows and large open rooms like gyms and auditoriums.

In a Car or Truck
Vehicles are extremely dangerous in a tornado. If the tornado is visible, far away, and the traffic is light, you may be able to drive 
away from its path by moving at right angles to the tornado. Otherwise, park the car as quickly and safely as possible -- out of the 
traffic lanes. Avoid seeking shelter under bridges, which can accelerate the wind while offering little protection against flying debris.

In The Open Outdoors
If possible, seek shelter in a sturdy building. If not, lie flat and face-down on low ground, protecting the back of your head with your 
arms. Get as far away from trees and cars as you can; they may be blown onto you in a tornado.  

In a Shopping Mall, Large Store or Stadium
Listen for instructions from building security. Watch for others. Move as quickly as possible to an interior bathroom, storage room 
or other small enclosed area, away from windows. Move away from any glass.

In a Church or Theater
If possible, move quickly but orderly to an interior bathroom or hallway, away from windows. Crouch face-down and protect your 
head with your arms. If there is no time to do that, get under the seats or pews, protecting your head with your arms or hands.

Source: https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-preparedness/Pages/severe-weather-tornadoes.aspx
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What To Do During a Tornado Event
Tornado Safety Tips from the 

National Weather Service
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “A Grinnell Mutual Member” are registered trademarks of 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

YOUR LIVELIHOOD
OUR GRATITUDE 
Our thanks to all local farmers for 
keeping the world fed. We’re honored 
to support you with comprehensive 
insurance coverage and reliable 
service. 

Trust in Tomorrow.®


