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Electrical Issues Top 
The List Of Fire Causes
In 2015, electrical issues claimed the top spot in the annual list of 
fire origins based on statistical data gathered by Grinnell Mutual’s 
Special Investigations. Of the 654 new investigations in 2015, 39 
percent of determined fires were electrical, with combustibles placed near heat sources coming in 
at 21percent, and incendiaries at 18 percent.

Other noted fire catalysts included natural causes (6 percent), heating systems (6 percent), 
smoking (5 percent), and cooking (5 percent).

Fires Are Costly For Homeowners

According to the Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI), home electrical fires account 
for an estimated 51,000 fires each year — resulting in nearly 500 deaths, more than 1,400 
injuries, and $1.3 billion in property damages.

Placing combustibles too close to a heat source was the second leading cause of determined fires. 
The culprits can range from pizza boxes left on stoves to blankets thrown over heaters. You can’t 
always prevent dumb mistakes, but there are some common sense things you can do to mitigate 
the damage if a fire does start.

Smoke alarms: The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reports that three out of five 
home fire deaths for the period of  2009 through 2013 (the most recent data) were caused by fires 
in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. Installing smoke alarms on every 
floor in your home and testing the battery at least once a month is an easy, inexpensive way to 
protect your family.

Sprinkler systems: It may seem like something just for schools and office buildings, but 
residential sprinkler installation can go a long way in preventing the spread of a fire. The Special 
Investigations team at Grinnell Mutual does burn cell demonstrations every year that show how 
fire acts in a room with sprinklers and a room without.

The difference is jaw-dropping. A fire in a room with sprinklers reaches an average temperature 
of 160 F; the damage is contained and minimal. A room without sprinklers… ? Temperatures 
reach about 2,000 F and the room is destroyed.

For more information

Sometimes fires aren’t accidental. Grinnell Mutual’s Fraud and Arson Award program offers up 
to $10,000 for information about fraudulent or criminal losses to people or property insured with 
Grinnell Mutual.

You can also read more about fire safety and prevention on Grinnell Mutual’s Front Porch.
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Stay warm — and do it safely!

Portable Heater Safety
Make sure your heater has been tested by Underwriters Laboratories. If you heater has a UL 
label, it has been through the proper tests to ensure that it is safe.

Make sure the power cable of your heating unit if free from cracks or frays. Only plug on heating 
unit into an outlet and do not use any extension cables or power strips.

Keep your heating unit on a level surface at least 3 feet away from anything that can burn. Avoid 
placing the heater in high traffic areas.

 Holiday Fire Safety 
It is fun to decorate for the winter holidays, but holiday decorations can increase 
your risk of a home fire. As you deck the halls this season, be fire smart. 
When you’re decorating with live trees, make sure you keep the tree watered. If a 
dry tree comes in contact with a flame, it can catch on fire in fewer than 10 seconds 
and spread quickly throughout your home. 

Here are a few tips to keep your holiday decorations bright and safe:
 • Choose the freshest tree you can find. Check to see if the needles stay when you gently 

pull on a branch. 
 • After making a fresh cut on the trunk and placing the tree in a stand, fill the stand’s water 

basin. Make sure you water your tree every day. Keep electrical cords and lights away from the 
water.

 • Choose holiday decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant. 
 • Choose holiday lights with a label from an approved testing laboratory, such as UL, and throw 

away any frayed or damaged light strands. 
 • Place your tree at least three feet from heat registers, space heaters, and fireplaces. 
 • If you decorate with candles, make sure they are at least three feet away from anything that can burn. 
 • Consider using battery-operated flameless candles, which can look, smell and feel like real candles. 

Learn more about holiday fire safety on the US Fire Administration website Holiday Safety page.

Using Propane Safely
When it comes to gas appliances, safety is a top priority. If you smell gas in your home, follow these steps:

1. No Flames or Sparks. Immediately put out all smoking materials and other open flames. Do not operate 
lights, appliances, telephones, or cell phones.

 Flames or sparks from these sources can trigger an explosion or a fire.

2. Leave the Area Immediately. Get everyone out of the building or area where you suspect gas is leaking.

3. Shut Off the Gas. Turn off the main gas supply valve on your propane tank if it is safe to do so. To close 
the valve, turn it to the right (clockwise).

4. Report the Leak. From a neighbor’s home or other nearby building away from the gas leak, call your 
propane retailer right away. If you can’t reach your propane retailer, call 911 or your local fire department.

5. Do not return to the building or area until your propane retailer, emergency responder, or qualified 
service technician determines that it is safe to do so.

6. Get Your System Checked . Before you attempt to use any of your propane appliances, your propane 
retailer or a qualified service technician must check your entire system to ensure that it is leak-free.

Never leave your home heater unattended and regularly check your smoke detectors to make sure they are 
functioning correctly.



3

You can now follow us on social media! Check us out on Facebook, Twitter, Linked In, and Google+.

  

Grinnell Mutual’s Road To Success Scholarship 
Another scholarship to check into is Grinnell Mutual’s Road To Success Scholarship Program. This 
program rewards high school seniors for excelling both in the classroom and on the roadways. 
For more information about these scholarships, please go to the Grinnell Mutual public website 
www.grinnellmutual.com under the Scholarships tab found at the bottom of the homepage, to 
view/print the Road to Success Scholarship handout and application form. The information will be 
available in January.

2018 MAFMIC 
Scholarship Application

In the year 2000 an educational scholarship fund was established by the Board 
of Directors of the Minnesota Association of Farm Mutual Insurance Companies 

(MAFMIC). These scholarship funds are available to Minnesota high school graduating seniors who 
qualify, according to an established set of eligibility guidelines which are listed on the back of the 
application. You can find a copy of the application on our website: www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net. 
You can also contact your agent or Fairmont Farmers Mutual to obtain a copy. 

If you have a high school senior, be sure to get your copy of the 2018 application and eligibility guide-
lines now. These applications should be sent to the MAFMIC Scholarship Selection Committee and must 
be postmarked by March 15, 2018,  to qualify. 

Kidde Recalls Fire Extinguishers with Plastic Handles 
Due to Failure to Discharge 
Name of product: Kidde fire extinguishers with plastic handles

Hazard: The fire extinguishers can become clogged or require excessive force to 
discharge and can fail to activate during a fire emergency. In addition, the nozzle 
can detach with enough force to pose an impact hazard.

Remedy: Replace  Recall date: November 2, 2017  Recall number: 18-022 

Consumer Contact:
Kidde toll-free at 855-271-0773 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET 
Saturday and Sunday, or online at www.kidde.com and click on “Product Safety Recall” for more information.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM ALL OF US AT 
FAIRMONT FARMERS!

Thank you for your business and your 
trust in us in 2017. It’s the best gift we can 
receive. 

We look forward to serving you in 2018!


