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 Candle Safety
Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a cause of home fires – and home 
fire deaths. Remember, a candle is an open flame, which means that it can easily 
ignite anything that can burn.
Candle with Care 

• Never leave a child alone in a room with a burning candle. Keep 
matches and lighters up high and out of children’s reach.

• Blow out all candles when you leave a room or go to bed. Avoid the use 
of candles in the bedroom and other areas where people may fall asleep.

• Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that can burn.
If you do burn candles, make sure that you…

• Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip over easily.
• Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.
• Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing away from the flame.
• Don’t burn a candle all the way down – put it out before it gets too close to the holder or 

container.
• Have flashlights and battery-powered lighting ready to use during a power outage. Never use 

candles.

Fire Safety Tips for Your Christmas Tree
Don’t let Christmas ever heat up too much — with fire that is. When showcasing a live tree in your 
home, the combination of tree dryness, electrical malfunction with lights and poorly located heat-
ing sources can make for a deadly combination. Follow these safety precautions to keep threats at 
bay:

• Fresh trees are less likely to catch fire, so look for a tree with 
vibrant green needles that are hard to pluck and don’t break 
easily from its branches. The tree shouldn’t be shedding its 
needles readily.

• Always place your tree away from heat sources like fireplaces, 
radiators, candles, heat vents or lights, and keep the tree base 
filled with water to avoid a dry out.

• Make sure all your indoor and outdoor Christmas lights have 
been tested in a lab by the UL or ETL/ITSNA for safety, and 
throw out any damaged lights.

• Any lights you use outdoors must be labeled suitable for exte-
rior placement, and be sure to plug them into a ground-fault 
circuit interrupter protected receptacle.

• Keep all your holiday candles away from your Christmas tree, 
surrounding furniture and décor.

When your tree begins to drop its needles, it’s time to say good-
bye to your evergreen foliage until next year.  
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Congratulations to theCongratulations to the 
2018 National Association of 
Mutual Insurance Companies 

Professional Farm Mutual 
Manager of the Year

Paul Stueven, CEO and Treasurer of Fairmont Farmers Mutual 
Insurance Company in Fairmont, Minnesota has been named as the 
Professional Farm Mutual Manager of the year for 2018. This award is 
given in recognition of outstanding leadership and accomplishments in 
service to NAMIC and the farm mutual industry. The award was presented to Paul and the Farm Mutual 
Conference Annual Meeting at the NAMIC Convention in San Antonio in September. Congratulations Paul!

FARM MUTUAL DIRECTOR 
CERTIFICATION
Christina Meyer and Justin Williamson, board members 
of Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company in 
Fairmont, Minnesota were awarded their Farm Mutual 
Director Certification at the National Association of 
Mutual Insurance Company’s Convention in San 
Antonio. Insurance, even for small companies, has 
changed with the times. So have the duties of their 
boards. The FMDC certification is earned through 
participation in a series of director courses offered 
throughout the year and gives directors the training 
necessary to be confident and effective board members. 

Pictured left to right are Paul Stueven, CEO of Fairmont Farmers Mutual and Christina Meyer, Justin 
Williamson and Bruce Peters – all board members of Fairmont Farmers Mutual.

2019 MAFMIC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
In the year 2000 an educational scholarship fund was established by the 
Board of Directors of the Minnesota Association of Farm Mutual Insurance 
Companies (MAFMIC). These scholarship funds are available to Minnesota 
high school graduating seniors who qualify, according to an established set 
of eligibility guidelines which are listed on the back of the application. You 
can find a copy of the application on our website: www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net. You can also contact 
your agent or Fairmont Farmers Mutual to obtain a copy. 

If you have a high school senior, be sure to get your copy of the 2018 application and eligibility guidelines now. 
These applications should be sent to the MAFMIC Scholarship Selection Committee and must be postmarked 
by March 15, 2019, to qualify. 

Grinnell Mutual’s Road To Success Scholarship
Another scholarship to check into is Grinnell Mutual’s Road To Success Scholarship Program. This program 
rewards high school seniors for excelling both in the classroom and on the roadways. For more information 
about these scholarships, please go to the Grinnell Mutual public website www.grinnellmutual.com under 
the Scholarships tab found at the bottom of the homepage, to view/print the Road to Success Scholarship 
handout and application form. The information will be available in January.
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LOSS CONTROL SURVEYS
What does Fairmont Farmers Mutual’s Loss Control 
Survey mean to you?

Fairmont Farmers Mutual conducts loss control surveys on all 
insured property, every three to seven years, depending on 
the property insured. The goal of this loss control survey is to 
prevent losses which can cause a disruption in your life and 
also increase costs to all policyholders. As the saying goes…
an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

Not all losses can be prevented and that brings us to the 
second reason for the loss control survey. Upon completion of the process, your agent is provided 
a report showing the estimated replacement cost for each structure and the highest class of 
coverage it qualifies for. In addition, any new risks are identified. It is important to not only have 
the proper perils covered, it is also very important to have your property insured to a value that will 
allow for repair or replacement should it be damaged. 

A postcard  is sent to the mailing address on the policy. These postcards are sent out two to six 
weeks prior to the estimated time of us being at your property. As indicated on the card, you are 
welcome to be present at the loss control survey, but it is not necessary. We will not enter any of 
the buildings without you or your representative present. 

There are times when we will need access to structures. For these situations, we will work with you 
to set up a time to complete the survey. A few examples of this would be if you have an indoor 
solid fuel burning device or are requesting suffocation coverage on your livestock.

Your safety and the protection of your property are the reasons we have this program in place. 
That is why our company motto is “Working together we protect our own.” 

DISAPPEARING DEDUCTIBLES
Fairmont Farmers Mutual has and continues to make every effort to provide the coverage needed 
at a competitive price in the market. A way you can help control your insurance costs is to increase 
your deductible. The deductible is the portion of a claim that is your responsibility. 

Most of our policyholders go many years without a claim and the premium savings that result from 
purchasing a higher deductible can more than offset the deductible itself. Fairmont Farmers Mutu-
al has a “disappearing” deductible. This program reduces your deductible by 10% for each year 
you are claim free, starting after the second year you are claim free and increases to a maximum 
of 50%. An example would be if you increase your policy deducible from $500 to $1,000 and you 
have had no claims for five years, your deductible would actually be $500. In this case, you would 
have the premium savings and still have a $500 deductible. If you have a claim, the deductible 
would go back to $1,000 and the disappearing deductible would start over again.

If you have questions regarding your deductible or the premium saving for increasing your deduct-
ible, please contact your agent.



PRESRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 22

Slayton, MN 56172

118 Downtown Plaza
Fairmont, MN 56031-1709

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM ALL OF US AT 
FAIRMONT FARMERS!

Thank you for your business and your trust 
in us over the last year. It’s the best gift we 
can receive. 

We look forward to serving you for many 
years to come!


