Fairmont Farmers Mutual
Merrenser FRA -

ey
FAIRMONT FARMERS MUTUAL 6
Volume 13, Issue 1 e January 2021 insurance co.

: FAIRMONT FARMERS
p— MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

You are hereby notified that the 132nd Annual Meeting of the
Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company will be held:

TUESDAY APRIL 6, 2021
10:00 A.M.

Knights of Columbus Hall ~ 920 East 10th Street
Fairmont, Minnesota

For the purpose of hearing reports, the election of directors for terms of three (3) years, propose a By-law change and
to conduct any business that may properly come before said meeting.

The restatement of the By-laws will be an order of business to come before the meeting. There is one amendment
that is included in the Restatement of the By-laws to be voted upon at this meeting. Section 4, subdivision 3 will be
updated with the wording shown in bold below:

SUBDIVISION 3. Members seeking nominations for election to the Board of Directors shall submit their names in
writing to the Secretary at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting or any special meeting called
for that purpose. Members nominated by the nomination committee of the Board of Directors are exempt from the
filing requirements of this subdivision.

SUBDIVISION 3. Members seeking nominations for election to the Board of Directors shall submit their names in
writing to the Secretary at least ninety (90) days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting or any special meeting
called for that purpose. Upon receipt of the nominations(s), the Personnel and Nominating Committee will review
the application(s) and make recommendation(s) to the full Board of Directors for approval prior to being presented
to the members for election. Individuals nominated by the Personnel and Nominating Committee of the Board of
Directors are exempt from the filing requirements of this subdivision.

The three-year terms of the following directors expire at this meeting:
Richard Viesselman, Trimont, Minnesota
Darian Hunt, Le Center, Minnesota

In accordance with the By-laws of Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, nominations for director must be filed
with the Secretary at the home office at Fairmont, MN in writing at least 15 days prior to the April 6th Annual Meeting.
The purpose of the meeting is for the election of officers and transacting such other business as may properly come
before said meeting.

A member may cast his or her vote in person or through proxy. The Secretary has made Proxies available at the
Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company home office located at 118 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, Minnesota.
Proxies must be filed with the Secretary a minimum of five (5) working days prior to the meeting. The Proxies will
automatically terminate at the conclusion of the meeting for which authorized.

We encourage social distancing and wearing a mask. If you don’t have a mask, one will be provided.
Coffee and muffins will be served.

/3’a'an _S)teen, Secretary
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How to create a home iwm&mv

A LIST OF YOUR BELONGINGS WILL MAKE FILING AN INSURANCE CLAIM MUCH EASIER

In the event of a fire or other disaster, would you be able to remember all your possessions? Having an up-to-date home inventory will
help you get your insurance claim settled faster, verify losses for your income tax return and help you purchase the correct amount of
insurance. Here's how to create one.

START YOUR HOME INVENTORY NOW

If you're just setting up a household, starting a home inventory is relatively simple. If you've been living in the same house for many
years, however, the task of creating a list can seem daunting—but it doesn't have to be. Get started here.

¢ Pick an easy spot to start - A contained area—like your small kitchen appliance cabinet, your sporting equipment closet or
your handbag shelf—is a great place to get started.

o List recent purchases — Another way to start is with recent purchases—get into the inventory habit and then go back tackle
your older possessions.

¢ Include the basic information - In general, describe each item you record, and note where you bought it, the make and
model, what you paid and any other detail that might help in the event you need to make a claim.

¢ Count clothing by general category - For example, "5 pairs of jeans, 3 pairs of sneakers...” Make note of any items that
are especially valuable.

¢ Record serial numbers - Usually found on the back or bottom of major appliances and electronic equipment, serial
numbers are a useful reference.

¢ Check coverage on big ticket items - Jewelry, art and collectibles may have increased in value and may need special
coverage separate from your standard homeowners insurance policy. While you're making your home inventory list, check
with your agent to make sure you have adequate insurance for these items before there is a loss.

* Don't forget off-site items - Your belongings kept in a self-storage facility are covered by your homeowners insurance, too.
Make sure you include them in your inventory.

* Keep proof of value - Store sales receipts, purchase contracts, and appraisals with your list.

* Don't get overwhelmed - Once you've started your inventory, keep going even if you can't get it all done immediately. It's
better to have an incomplete inventory than nothing at all.

A simple pencil and paper will suffice, but technology can make creating a home inventory much easier.

* Take pictures - Create a photo record of your belongings. Capture important individual items as well as entire rooms,
closets or drawers. Label your photos with what's pictured, where you bought it, the make or model—whatever
information might be important to replacing and/or getting reimbursed for the item. Use your smartphone or digital
camera—some give you the capability to put in the description of the item when saving the photo.

¢ Tape it - Walk through your house or apartment videotaping and describing the contents. For example, you might describe
the contents of a kitchen cabinet: “Poppies on Blue by Lenox, service for 12 that includes a dinner plate, salad plate, bowl,
cup and saucer. Purchased in 2015."

¢ Use an app - There are many mobile app options that can help you create and store a room-by-room record of your
belongings.

KEEP YOUR HOME INVENTORY UP-TO-DATE AND SAFELY STORED
Your home inventory is only useful if it's accurate and you can access it to provide information to your insurance company in case of
fire, theft or other destructive disaster. Regardless of the medium you've used to create your list, keep it backed up and in a safe place.

* Add significant new purchases to your list - Make it a habit to add the item information and receipts to your inventory while
the details are fresh in your mind.

* Store a copy of your paper inventory outside the home - Keep it—along with applicable receipts and appraisals—in a safe
deposit box or at a friend's or relative’s home. Make at least one backup copy of your inventory document and store it
separately. An easy way to make digital backup copies of your paper list is to take pictures of it on your smartphone.

* Backup digital files - Keep a copy on an external drive or online storage account.

¢ Understand your app - Be sure the information you input is backed up by the app developer and that you know how to
access information when you need it.

Source: https://www.iii.org/article/how-create-home-inventory




POLICY REVIEW

When was the last time you sat down with your insurance agent and reviewed your insurance coverage?
During the course of a year you may make changes or purchases that may affect your insurance policy.
It may be a piece of jewelry, boat, recreational vehicle, farm equipment, an addition to your home or a
new building. It is important to review your policy annually to make sure you have the coverage you need
and/or to adjust the values on the items you insure.

Now would be a good time to contact your agent, review your insurance policy with him/her and get
your insurance brought up to date before spring planting begins. Don’t wait until after you have a loss to
find out that you have inadequate coverage.

BE SAFE ON THE ICE

With the winter season upon us, the cold is sure to slow us down—but do not let it get you down!
According to the CDC, every year around 1 million Americans are injured from falling down on the ice
and snow. Although your best bet is to avoid the ice altogether, here are some tips to help you navigate
the ice if it cannot be avoided.

e TAKE YOUR TIME:

Give yourself extra time to walk slowly and locate a clear path if available. If you see a sidewalk
completely covered with ice, try to find a grassy edge, or a path with traction. Take short steps or shuffle
to provide extra stability. Move slowly and try to keep your center of gravity over your support leg.

e USE SUPPORT WHEN POSSIBLE:

When exiting your car, use the car for support until you are comfortable on the ground. When exiting
a building or navigating stairs, use handrails for support.

e WEAR SHOES OR BOOTS DESIGNED FOR WINTER CONDITIONS:

When walking in icy conditions, you will want to wear shoes or boots made /\
for the job. You will want wear something made of rubber or neoprene ¢ \
composite, and avoid shoes made from plastic and leather. Always
choose a flat-soled shoe and avoid heels. Look for products with

’
abrasive soles or cleats to provide extra traction.

Always be careful on the ice, but also be prepared if you fall.
If you fall, try to fall with sequential contacts (thigh, hip, shoul-

der) to help spread the impact and avoid serious injury. Accidents
will happen, but if you take your time and prepare yourself for the
conditions, you will reduce your chances of being injured on the ice.

Source: https://www.ehs.iastate.edu/weather/winter/walking

REMINDER - DON’'T FORGET THE
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES!

March 15, 2021 is the deadline for the Minnesota Association of Farm Mutual
Insurance Company (MAFMIC) Scholarships and the Grinnell Mutual
Scholarships. Please check the www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net website and the
www.grinnellmutual.com website under the Scholarships tabs for more information.

DON’'T DELAY!
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COVERAGE THAT
TAKES CARE OF
YOUR TOMORROW

Start protecting your future today. We offer
comprehensive insurance to help protect all
that's important to you. Trust in Tomorrow.®
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“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “A Grinnell Mutual Member” are registered trademarks of
‘ Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.




