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SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

NOTICE

You are hereby notifi ed that the 134th Annual Meeting of the Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company 
will be held:

TUESDAY APRIL 4, 2023 - 10:00 A.M.

Knights of Columbus Hall ~ 920 East 10th Street

Fairmont, Minnesota

The purpose of the meeting is hearing reports, the election of directors for terms of three (3) years, and to con-
duct any business that may properly come before said meeting.

 The three-year terms of the following directors expire at this meeting: 
John Schmidt, St. James, Minnesota

Brian Steen, Sherburn, Minnesota 

In accordance with the By-laws of Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, nominations for director must 
be fi led with the Secretary at the home offi  ce at Fairmont, MN in writing at least 90 days prior to the April 4th 
Annual Meeting. The purpose of the meeting is for the election of offi  cers and transacting such other business 
as may properly come before said meeting.

A member may cast his or her vote in person or through proxy. The Secretary has made Proxies available at 
the Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company home offi  ce located at 118 Downtown Plaza, Fairmont, Min-
nesota. Proxies must be fi led with the Secretary a minimum of fi ve (5) working days prior to the meeting. The 
Proxies will automatically terminate at the conclusion of the meeting for which authorized.

Coff ee and cookies will be served.

Darian Hunt, Secretary

DON’T FORGET THE SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES!
March 15, 2023 is the deadline for the Minnesota Association of Farm 
Mutual Insurance Company (MAFMIC) Scholarships and the Grinnell 
Mutual Scholarships. Please check www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net 
and www.grinnellmutual.com for more information. Don’t delay! 
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Continued On Page 3

Ice Dams and How to Prevent Them
As shown in the graphic below, ice damming begins when melted water from snow refreezes on a 
roof. This generally occurs near the eave of a building, although it can develop at any change in slope 
(such as in a valley). When more melted water backs up behind this ice dam, it seeks any weakness 
in the roof system and may fl ow under shingles, underlayment, or fl ashing, possibly resulting in 
damages to the interior of the building below. When the accumulated water on the roof penetrates 
the building envelope, ice damming often causes telltale symptoms that include water leaks, water 
stains, and fungal growth around the exterior walls and perimeter ceilings of the aff ected buildings. 
Ice damming can often be prevented by properly ventilating the attic, so that heated air is allowed 
to eff ectively escape. Ice damming can also be prevented by insulating the ceiling so that the loss 
of heated air inside the building into the attic is minimized, thereby reducing the opportunity for 
heat to warm the underside of the roof and melt the accumulated snow. Obstructed or inadequate 
soffi  t vents can cause heat buildup in the attic above the exterior walls of the house, promoting ice 
damming. While most damming occurs at the gutter line, water can also back up over step fl ashing, 
beside dormers, and to other parts of a structure with a diff erence in elevation. Another common 
location for ice damming is above and below skylights, where air passages have not been provided 
to allow circulation.

Remediating Ice Damming:
 Ice damming usually does not force whole roofs to be replaced. Roofs can often have existing 
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ventilation improved or additional ventilation added with great eff ectiveness. Adding or improving 
ceiling insulation is a common-sense approach to fi ghting ice damming. In cases where ice has 
frozen between shingles, it can loosen the sealant strips. However, this condition should be present 
only in areas where ice damming would have occurred – not high up on the roof slope or in the fi eld 
of a slope. In these cases, shingles can be manually re-sealed using industry standard techniques 
and materials. In cases where additional ventilation and insulation prove insuffi  cient, roof system 
reconstruction may be justifi ed in the areas where ice damming is known to occur. A common 
culprit is the absence of an ice and water shield where it should have been installed, or it is found to 
have been installed improperly. Improper lapping details and areas of coverage are frequent causes. 
Damages from ice damming are preventable. With proper roof ventilation, ceiling insulation, and 
roof system construction, there is little justifi cation for damages from ice damming, even under the 
most dramatic winter weather.

Getting the Most for Your Insurance Dollar
The independent agents representing Fairmont Farmers Mutual are there to help you spend your 
insurance dollars in a way that provides the most benefi t to you. You do not need to have TV or a 
radio on very long before you hear ads from companies touting this as something new. It is not! The 
independent agency system has been doing this for many years.

Take a few minutes to visit with your agent regarding  coverage and deductible options. They will 
continue to put your needs fi rst and provide you with the best value for your dollar.
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TOMORROW LOOKS
BRIGHT
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Trust in Tomorrow.®


