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Can Now Insure Your Property in Iowa 
 I have property in Iowa. Can you insure it? As you can imagine with 
Fairmont Farmers proximity to the Iowa border, in addition to the fact 
that we have agents all along Interstate 90, we have been asked this 
question many times.
 After significant discussion, planning and working to receive 
regulatory approval, Fairmont Farmers Mutual is excited to announce 
that as of June 1, 2019, we are able to insure your Iowa property. 
The expansion to Iowa creates many new opportunities, but none are 
more important than being able to serve the needs of our existing 
policyholders.
 If you, your family, or friends have property in Iowa, please contact 
your existing agent to complete an application for this property. At this 
time, the Iowa property will need to be on a separate policy from the 
Minnesota property; however, our goal is to be able to give you the 
option to have one policy that can insure property in both states. The 
coverages provided are the same for both states with very few exceptions.
 The board and staff of Fairmont Farmers Mutual wishes to extend a big THANK YOU to all of 
our policyholders and agents for their loyalty and patience through the years while we completed 
this process.

weekend that jumps to one teen fatality per hour. Youth present unique 
challenges to rural roads. A drivers  license is not required for youth to 

drive machinery on public roads if they are conducting farm 
operations. These youth may not have the skill that comes 

with experience. As a result, they may not be able 
to predict and prevent an accident.
 Following a few safety tips while driving farm 
machinery and standard vehicles can save your life 
on rural roads.

Rural Roads Are More Hazardous
By Farm Safety For Just Kids
 Rural roadways can be danger zones for both farm machinery and those sharing 
the road if both aren’t careful. You’re 2.5 times more likely to die in an accident in 
rural areas.
 There are unique factors to driving on rural roads. Large, slow moving machinery 
are common. Gravel and soft shoulders can be challenging. Wildlife is a concern. 
It’s critical for everyone to take an active role in safety on rural roads.
 In the U.S. a teen dies in a traffic accident once every two hours, but on the 
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Rural Roads Are More Hazardous
Continued From Page 1g
Farm machinery operators
 • Train youth in safe operation of machinery
 • Be a role model
 • Make sure slow-moving vehicle signs are installed and easily seen
 • Ensure the machinery is in good working order, including lights and brakes
 • Wear seat belts and equip all tractors with rollover protective structures (ROPS)
Standard vehicle operators
 • Always wear seat belts and insist passengers do as well
 • Drive cautiously and within the speed limit
 • Exercise patience when behind a slow moving vehicle
 • Pass only when certain the road is clear
 • Teach youth defensive and safe driving
 • Never let people ride in the bed of a pickup

IN CASE OF A TORNADO - PROTECTING YOURSELF 
AND YOUR FAMILY
Warnings – Watches 
 Remember that a watch means that weather conditions are favorable for tornadoes and a 
warning means one has been spotted in your area.  Learn the warning signals used in your 
community. If a siren sounds, that means stay inside and take cover.

Seeking Shelter
 • Do not try to outrun a tornado. Instead, stay calm and seek shelter.
 • At home or work, seek shelter in the central part of the building, away from windows. 

Basements are the best havens. If this is not an option, take cover in the bathroom, closet, 
interior hallway or under a heavy piece of furniture.

 • If you are in your car, abandon your vehicle and seek shelter in the nearest ditch if no other 
facility is available.

 • People living in mobile homes should vacate the premises and seek shelter elsewhere.

 Protecting Your Property
 • If a tornado watch has been issued, move cars inside a garage or carport to avoid damage 

from hail that often accompanies tornadoes. Keep your car keys and house keys with you.
 • If time permits, move lawn furniture and yard equipment such as lawnmowers inside. 

Otherwise they could become damaged or act as dangerous projectiles causing serious injury 
or damage.

 • Make an inventory of your possessions and store it off the premises. If your belongings are 
damaged, this list will help facilitate the claim filing process.

RECOVERING FROM A TORNADO 
 Protecting Yourself and Your Family 
 • Keep calm. Stay in your shelter until after the storm is over. 
 • Check people around you for injuries. Begin first aid or seek help if necessary. 
 • When you go outside, watch out for downed power lines. 

Protecting Your Property 
 • Notify your insurance agent or company representative as soon as possible. If you have 

vacated the premises, make sure your representative knows where to contact you.
Continued On Page 3
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 • Make temporary repairs to prevent further loss from rain, wind or looting. These costs are 
reimbursable up to $1,000 without prior approval under most policies, so keep the receipts.

 • Keep receipts for additional living expenses such as temporary housing. These costs are 
reimbursable under most policies so keep the receipts.

 • Make a detailed list of all damaged or destroyed personal property. Don’t throw out damaged 
property until you have met with an adjuster.

 • Check utility lines and appliances for damage. If you smell gas, open the windows and turn off 
the main valve. Don’t turn on lights or appliances until the gas has dissipated. If electric wires 
are shorting out, turn off the power.

 • Don’t be rushed into signing repair contracts. Deal with reputable contractors. If you’re unsure 
about a contractor’s credentials, contact your claims adjuster, Better Business Bureau or 
Chamber of Commerce for referrals. Make sure the contractor you hire is experienced in repair 
work - not just new construction. Be sure of payment terms a nd consult your agent or adjuster 
before you sign any contracts.

IN CASE OF A TORNADO - PROTECTING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY
Continued From Page 2

 BEWARE OF STORM CHASERS
What is a Storm Chaser? 
 Storm chasers are companies that follow severe weather from area to area, 
completing home repairs (generally roofs and siding) that are damaged by hail 
and wind. They collect property owners’ insurance claim checks in payment 
for their services, then complete the work (which may not be the same quality 
as a local contractor) before moving on to the next storm-ravaged area. 
They generally go door-to-door in storm damaged areas and may advertise 
themselves as insurance recovery experts or specialists in insurance restoration. 
Why are Storm Chasers Bad? 
 The first step of a storm chaser is to ask the property owner to sign a contract allowing their 
company to negotiate with the property owner’s insurance company.  By signing these documents, 
property owners may be waiving their right to any decision making regarding their repairs or 
replacement. They also lose control over the insurance settlement, and the entire check of the payment 
may legally need to be signed over to the storm chaser - regardless of the quality or quantity of work 
completed. The property owner may lose some control over materials used, leaving the storm chaser 
free to cut corners in order to increase their profit. Most importantly, warranty repairs can be very difficult 
to obtain as most storm chasers leave the area as soon as the storm “plays out.” These companies are 
generally gone long before warranty issues arise.  To make matters even more difficult, some storm 
chasers lease local company names so they appear to be local. Once they complete their work in the 
area, they leave. The local company is then responsible for the warranty work. Of course, the volume of 
warranty work is often so great the local company ends up out of business, leaving the property owner 
with problems. Storm chasers are also very damaging to the local economy. They deprive local contractors 
of business and decrease the number of resources you have when your roof suddenly springs a leak.  
How to Spot a Storm Chaser
 Storm chasers usually:
 • Come door to door and try to get you to sign something immediately
 • Use high pressure sales tactics
 • Offer you a “Free Roof” or “Free Siding” or offer a way around paying a deductible (This is insurance 

fraud!)
 • Have out-of-state license plates or drivers license (And YES, you can and should ask to see a driver’s 

license to verify identity.)
 • Are unable to produce recent, local references (or references from before the storm date)
 • Are unable to produce local supplier references (Always check references from potential contractors’ 

suppliers. If suppliers aren’t paid in a timely fashion by a contractor, they can legally place a lien on 
your home.)

 • Are unable to produce a roofing license and certificate of insurance with the same identification 
information. A legitimate local company should show you an IL Roofing License and a Certificate of 
Liability/Workers Compensation both issued in the same name. If the names don’t match, you may 
not be protected.
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