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After one of the Midwest’s driest summers in over 50
years, conditions during this harvest season may be
conducive to fires. With weeks and weeks of dry
weather, it doesn’t take much to ignite a fire that can
destroy nearby fields, fences, buildings, and other
property. Across the United States, it is estimated that
nearly 700 combine fires are reported every year and
another 200 go unreported.  Over the years, claims
adjusters and investigators have seen several causes
of combine fires, including equipment malfunction,
low combine headers that scrape rocks and cause
sparks, and smoldering chaff or oil that build-up on
the combine and then drop to the field.

Both insurance professionals and manufacturers
agree—it is essential to keep equipment clean and
maintained throughout harvest season to prevent
fires.  

Check out these additional precautionary tips,
according to Mark Hanna, Iowa State University
Extension and Outreach agricultural and bio-systems
engineer:

Tips to minimize and prevent field fires:
• Carry a minimum of two class ABC fire

extinguishers: a smaller 10-lb. unit in the cab and
a larger 20-lb. extinguisher at ground level on the
combine.  Each motorized piece of equipment
used in the field should also carry an extinguisher. 
Invert the extinguishers once or twice a season
and shake them to ensure that powder inside the
extinguisher hasn't been compacted together by
machine vibrations.

• Arrange to have tillage equipment present within
the area during harvest. In the event a fire should
occur this equipment may allow farmers to create
a barrier around the perimeter of the field to
prevent fire spreading to adjacent fields.

• Equip motorized equipment with small hand
shovels to throw soil on a fire. Keep a cell phone
nearby to contact emergency personnel while in
the field.

• Minimize truck traffic during harvest.  Grain
transport or pick-up trucks with exhaust systems
below the chassis also can ignite field fires. 
Catalytic converters operate at several hundred
degrees.

• Check engine fluid levels (such as coolant and oil)
at the beginning of each day.

• Blow leaves, dust and chaff off the engine if
compressed air is available. Older combines with
front engine compartments can be particularly
susceptible to collecting debris.

• Examine exhaust or heat bearing surfaces
because they can be ignition sources for dry,
combustible material.

• Check the pressurized oil supply line to the
turbocharger shaft for areas that may rub from
wear and start an oil leak.

• Place wiring harnesses in proper holders.

Reprinted by Fairmont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company
and Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company with permission
from Iowa State Extension, August 2012.
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As you begin to prepare your equipment for the upcoming harvest season it is a good
time to make sure your fire extinguishers are mounted on your combine, tractors,
trucks, in your shop area and other appropriate locations. It is also important to make
sure they are still charged by looking at the gauge on the head of the extinguishers.
Vibration of operating equipment can cause the powder in the extinguisher to cake on
the bottom of the unit, so it is a good idea to tip the fire extinguisher back and forth to
check for this potential problem. As you tip the extinguisher over you should be able to
feel the powder shift from one end to the other. If you do not feel it shift, you can try to
loosen it by tapping the extinguisher on a tire or other similar surface to free up the
powder. If this does not work, you will need to have the extinguisher serviced or
replaced. 

The use of fire extinguishers has prevented many large losses and has minimized the
interruption of farm operations. It can mean the difference between a small repair and a
total loss. We do pay for recharging extinguishers used on a fire. It is important to call the
Fire Department when the fire is first noticed in case you cannot extinguish the fire
yourself. It is also a good idea to carry a sand shovel so you can throw dirt on the fire or use
it in case debris in the field catches on fire. 

Fire extinguishers are available from your agent at our cost plus tax. 
This represents a significant savings over purchasing a comparable extinguisher at a part
store or implement dealer. Our fire extinguisher prices are:

•   10 Pound extinguisher with bracket  $65
•   5 Pound extinguisher with bracket  $45
•   2.5 Pound extinguisher with bracket  $35
•  10 Pound heavy duty vehicle bracket  $25

In addition to fire safety, it is critical that the safety lighting on your equipment is working
and used properly and that your slow moving vehicle signs are in place and visible. This will
help ensure the safety of you, your family and your friends with whom you share the road.
Always remember – safety rst! 

ROAD SAFETY
As farmers across Minnesota begin fall harvest, our roads will see increased farm
equipment traffic. The following are a few tips for drivers and farm equipment operators to
help make our roadways safer:

For people living or driving through rural areas:
•   Be on the lookout for farm equipment;
•   Slow down when encountering slow moving vehicles;
•   Wait for a safe place to pass; and,
•   Avoid using a cell phone while driving.

For farmers:
•   Make yourself easy to be seen by using your lights and flashers;
•   Remember it is Minnesota law to use slow moving vehicle emblems on equipment

traveling less than 30 miles per hour; and,
•   Consider using a follow vehicle when moving large equipment on roadways, 

especially at night.

HARVEST SEASON
AND FIRE EXTINGUISHERS
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During National Fire Prevention Week,
October 7 - 13, attention is focused on promoting fire safety

and prevention; however, we should practice fire safety all year
long. Many potential fire hazards go undetected because people

simply do not take steps to fireproof their home. 

Stopping a Fire Before it Starts
5 Things You Can Do Today

1. Do a Smoke Alarm Audit
• Install at least one UL-listed smoke alarm on every level of your home.
• Check that alarms are installed on ceilings or high on walls.
• For ceiling mounted, make sure they are 4 inches away from the nearest wall.
• For wall mounted, check that they are 4 to 12 inches down from the ceiling.
• Test smoke alarms weekly and replace batteries twice a year.
• Replace alarms that are more than 10 years old or have been painted over.
• Test that you can hear alarms in every room of the house, even with doors closed.
• Mark your calendar for the next testing date.

2. Make Extinguishers Handy 
• Check that you have at least one UL-listed fire extinguisher in the home
• Examine the gauge to be sure that it is still fully charged.
• Familiarize yourself with the instructions now, when there is no emergency.

3. Talk Prevention with Your Kids  – Make sure your kids know: 
• Never play with matches, lighters or candles.
• Never play with electrical cords and never put anything in a socket.
• Blankets or clothes should never be thrown on top of lamps.
• Do not turn up a heater without a grown-up’s permission
• If your clothes catch on fire, stop, drop and roll.

4. Look at Your Home From Your Child’s Perspective 
• Tour your home from your child’s perspective on your hands and knees.
• Identify potential hazards and move/replace/adjust accordingly.
• Check closets and other “secret” kid places for evidence of playing with fire.
• Designate two escape routes from each bedroom and practice them regularly.

5. Avoid overloading sockets and cords 
• Do a walk-through of your home looking for overloaded sockets or extension cords.
• Check wattage on lamps and cords to avoid overloading.

National Fire Prevention Week is
October 7-13, 2012



A properly maintained heating
system is likely to work better and
last longer. It can also save your
life. Malfunctioning systems
increase the risk of carbon-
monoxide (CO) poisoning and
cause some 6,000 fires and $47
million in property damage each
year, according to the Consumer
Product Safety Commission. 

The best time to check your system
is before you turn it on. Simple
steps that you can perform
include: 

• Changing or cleaning furnace
filters 

• Dusting heat registers or
baseboard radiators 

• Replace batteries in digital
thermostats 

• Replace batteries in CO alarms 
• Replace batteries in smoke

alarms
   

You should hire a professional
plumbing and heating technician
for an annual checkup and
inspection of the following crucial
items: 

All fuel-burning systems
Check the vent-connection pipes
and chimney for leaky joints,
holes, blockages, and other
damage that can let CO into your
home. Check gas and oil piping for
leaks; fuel-oil systems typically
require an annual heat-exchanger
cleaning and oil-filter and burner
nozzle change. Also have the pro
check that controls and
thermostats are working properly. 

Forced-air systems (including
heat pumps)
Check the furnace heat exchanger
for cracks that can leak CO. Inspect
ducts for leaks and reseal
connections with mastic. Test
airflow after sealing, and check

combustion to see that the
burner is working 

properly. Insulate ducts in unheated
spaces with at least R-6 duct
insulation; sealing and insulating
duct systems can cut heating costs
by 40 percent. For heat pumps,
check for refrigerant leaks and see
that the charge is correct. Also have
the pro clean condenser coils and
check the secondary heating
elements, reversing valve, and
defrost cycle.

Hot-water systems
Check the pressure-relief valve and
high-limit control; problems can
cause pressure to rise high enough
to damage the system. Check cold
and hot system pressure to be sure
that the fill valve, automatic air
vents, and expansion tank are
working properly. Also have the
pro check boiler water pumps for
leaks. 

Steam systems
Check steam vents and traps,
which allow steam to travel quickly
to the radiators without escaping.
Skim water from the boiler's water
line to remove floating debris and
maintain steaming efficiency. Test
the low-water cutoff safety control
and high-limit safety control. Also
have the pro drain the float

chamber of the mechanical
low-water cutoffs and fill

valve to remove sediment
that can cause a

problem. 

Help Your Heating System Keep You Safe And Warm This Winter
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How often should I review my policy? 
There are four events that should trigger a review of your policy:

1When your policy comes up

for renewal

Take the time to review your cov-
erage and call your agent with
any questions or concerns that
you may have regarding your
homeowners insurance. Ask your-
self the following questions:

• Should I raise the 
deductible to save money?

• Am I taking advantage of
all available discounts?

• Do I need to raise the
amount of coverage for
liability, personal
possessions or the structure?

• Do I need flood, earthquake
or an umbrella policy?

2Major purchases or 

alterations/improvements

to your home

If you have made any major pur-
chases, make sure that you have
the proper coverage. And, don’t
forget about gifts. If you have re-
ceived a diamond engagement
ring or if a member of your family
has bought you expensive art-
work or a computer, talk to your

agent about increasing the
amount of insurance you have for
your personal possessions. 

If you have made major improve-
ments to your home, such as
adding a new room, enclosing a
porch or expanding a kitchen or
bathroom, you risk being underin-
sured if you don't report the in-
crease in square footage to your
insurance company. Don’t forget
about new structures outside of
your home. If you have built a
gazebo, a new shed for your tools
or installed a pool or hot tub, you
need to speak to your agent.
Keep receipts and records in case
they are needed.

3You have made your home

safer

If you have installed a state-of-the
art fire/burglar alarm system or
upgraded your heating, plumbing
or electrical system, make sure
that your insurance company
knows about these improve-
ments. You may qualify for a dis-
count.

4Major lifestyle changes

Marriage, divorce, or adult chil-
dren who move back into the
family home can all affect your
homeowners insurance. When
people move in or move out, they
take their belongings with them.
And you may need additional
coverage if there is a sizable in-
crease in the value of the belong-
ings in your home. 

Starting a home-based business
can also trigger changes in your
coverage. You will need to get ad-
ditional coverage for business lia-
bility and equipment. If the
business is your primary source of
income, you may need a Busi-
ness/Owners Package Policy
(BOP). You may also need profes-
sional liability coverage, which is
excluded under in-home business
and business/owners policies. 
If you have questions about your
insurance coverage, always con-
tact your agent for assistance. 

MAFMIC EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Kaleb Grev of Odin, Minnesota, was a recipient of the
MAFMIC Educational Scholarship presented by the 
Minnesota Association of Farm Mutual Insurance
Companies. Kaleb’s application was presented by Fair-
mont Farmers Mutual Insurance Company of Fair-
mont, Minnesota. Kaleb plans to attend Northwestern
College in Orange City, Iowa. He is planning to major
in pre-med and playing baseball.

Pictured is Kaleb Grev receiving his scholarship from Paul
Stueven, Manager/Treasurer of Fairmont Farmers Mu-
tual Insurance Company, along with Kaleb’s father,
David Grev.
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