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Fire Prevention Week is 
October 7-13, 2018
2018 Campaign

This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Look. Listen. Learn. 
Be aware. Fire can happen anywhere,” works to educate people 
about three basic but essential steps to take to reduce the likeli-
hood of having a fire––and how to escape safely in the event of 
one:

“LOOK” for places fire could start. Take a good look around 
your home. Identify potential fire hazards and take care of them.

“LISTEN” for the sound of the smoke alarm. You could have only minutes to escape safely 
once the smoke alarm sounds. Go to your outside meeting place, which should be a safe distance 
from the home and where everyone should know to meet.

“LEARN” two ways out of every room and make sure all doors and windows leading outside 
open easily and are free of clutter.

Importance of Fire Prevention

In a fire, mere seconds can mean the difference between a safe escape and a tragedy. Fire safety 
education isn’t just for school children. Teenagers, adults, and the elderly are also at risk in fires, 
making it important for every member of the community to take some time every October during 
Fire Prevention Week to make sure they understand how to stay safe in case of a fire.

Bring Awareness

While children under 5 and adults over 65 are at the highest risk for injury or death in a fire, peo-
ple of all ages are vulnerable. In fact, the risk of a nonfatal fire injury is highest for those between 
20 and 49, showing that fire safety education is essential for everyone. 

The purpose of Fire Prevention Week is to bring awareness to the risk of death in case of a fire and 
provide educational resources to people of all ages, races, and socioeconomic status in order to 
keep everyone safe.

For more information about Fire Prevention Week 
and home escape planning, visit 

www.fi repreventionweek.org
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Chairman of the Board - 
Grinnell Mutual
Grinnell, Iowa — Grinnell Mutual’s 110th Annual Meeting for its 
affiliated members convened in Grinnell, Iowa, on June 27, 2018. 
Paul Stueven of Fairmont Farmers Mutual (Fairmont, Minnesota), was 
elected as the new chairman of the board; Bill Lampe of Heritage 
Mutual (Preston, Iowa), was elected first vice chair; and Jim Buch of 
Benton Mutual (Keystone, Iowa) was elected second vice chair. Paul 
has served on the Grinnell Mutual Board of Directors since 2006. 
  
Grinnell Mutual, in business since 1909, is the 109th-largest property 
casualty insurance company in the United States and the largest 
primary reinsurer of farm mutual companies in North America. Its products are available in 19 states.

Farm Safety – Play it Safe on the Farm
Reap the Benefits of Farm Safety
Farm life seems peaceful and safe, but the family farm can be very dangerous — especially for 
children. Because your family’s safety is all-important, do everything you can to ensure your farming 
operation is safe.

Child Safety
Thousands of children are injured on farms each year and approximately 100 are killed.
There are many things you can do to protect children on your farm, such as:

 • Don’t let children play on farm equipment — the farm is not a playground.
 • Take children on a tour of the farm and point out dangerous areas.
 • Establish a “no extra rider” rule for all farm machinery — especially tractors. No seat means 

no rider!
 • Give children age-appropriate tasks — remember kids are not small adults! Provide children 

with proper safety training for each job.
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Farm Safety – Play it Safe on the Farm
Continued From Page 2 

Equipment Safety
Top 10 Tractor Safety Tips

 1. No extra riders allowed!
 2. PTO equipment should be properly shielded.
 3. Equip tractors, combines, and towed trailers with an SMV (Slow Moving Vehicle) sign.
 4. Install handrails and grips to prevent an operator from falling from the platform.
 5. All tractors should have ROPS and riders should wear a seatbelt.
 6. Before using a tractor, perform a complete safety check.
 7. Always let a hot engine cool before refueling and never fuel a tractor indoors where fumes 

can collect.
 8. Keep front-end loader buckets as low as possible during transport to prevent tipping.
 9. Never hitch a load higher than the tractor drawbar and use weights to increase tractor 

stability.
 10. When finished — lower hydraulic equipment, set the parking brake, turn off all electrical 

switches and remove the key. 

Elevators and Grain Augers 

Portable elevators and grain augers save time and labor. Here are a few ways to make them safer 
for farm workers:

 • Hoisting cranks should stop automatically in case you should lose your grip.
 • Replace worn-out hoist cables.
 • Properly shield auger intakes — many injuries occur where grain enters the auger.
 • Make certain all safety shields and guards are in place.

7 Insurance Considerations 
for the New Graduate
Congratulations, graduates! You are entering a new life stage and these 
are exciting times. You’ll likely need to make some important insurance-
related decisions soon. By better understanding insurance policies and your 
needs at this stage, you can get the most out of the money you spend on 
insurance. This consumer alert from the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC) offers several suggestions.

You’ve grown up seeing clever insurance commercials featuring crafty tag lines on television, but how 
much do you really know about insurance and the coverage you need now that you’ve graduated? 
The NAIC maintains Insure U, a website dedicated to unbiased insurance information for consumers 
as a useful resource. The following is a list of questions and suggestions for you to contemplate as 
you talk to an insurance professional about your specific needs.

1. Renter’s insurance can protect your personal property against damage or loss and also protects 
you in case someone is injured while in your residence. If you plan to rent an apartment or 
other residence, do you need renters insurance?

Continued On Page 4



4

Continued On Page 5

2. You might be sharing your apartment or house with roommates. In this case, you likely need an 
individual policy that covers you and your possessions if something should happen. Speaking 
of your stuff, have you taken an inventory of your personal property recently?

3. As you sort through job prospects, don’t make the salary your only consideration. Health 
insurance is perhaps the most important job-related benefit. Study the health plans prospective 
employers provide and make inquiries about your options and the out-of-pocket costs. Weigh 
this against the cost of remaining on a parent’s plan. Current law allows you to stay on your 
parent’s plan until you turn 26.

4. Will you be looking for a car soon? Remember to factor in the cost of auto insurance. If the 
car was a graduation gift or you are jumping off your parents’ auto insurance policy, it’s time 
for you to discuss your coverage with an agent.

5. If you drive an older car that is paid off, you might consider dropping collision or comprehensive 
coverage as a way to cut expenses. Talk to your insurance professional about the cost of 
collision and comprehensive coverage versus the value of the car.

6. In most states, the law requires you to maintain auto liability insurance to cover losses 
caused by your negligence, and sometimes you’re required to carry personal injury protection 
coverage. To avoid penalties, pay your premiums on time and don’t let your coverage lapse. 
Have you filed a claim recently? Ask your insurance professional about accident forgiveness, 
which may lower your rates.

7. There are differing opinions about the importance of purchasing life insurance unless you 
support individuals whose livelihood is dependent upon your income. As a young single, 
you should make choices based on your finances, health and other circumstances. Consider 
consulting a financial or insurance professional to learn more.

Some prudent steps and asking the right questions of your insurance professional can help you 
control your insurance costs.

7 Insurance Considerations for the New Graduate
Continued From Page 3

C ti d O P 5

Fire Safety
Make it a Family Priority
You wake up in the middle of the night and smell smoke. Panic 
begins to take over! What should you do? You can stay safe from 
fire if you do two things: learn about fire safety and plan ahead for 
fire emergencies.

Home Fire Prevention
Here are some basic fire prevention tips for your home.
 • Regularly inspect your house for fire hazards. Check the 

electrical system and appliances, fuel storage and heating 
system. Make needed repairs or replacements immediately. 
Don’t overload circuits or bypass fusing.

 • Remove trash, paper, and other unneeded combustibles 
that could feed a fire.
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Fire Safety - Make it a Family Priority
Continued From Page 4

 • Read and follow portable heater instructions. Place the heater where it won’t ignite combustibles 
or be tipped over. Never use in a closed area.

 • Check your heating system before use. Screen fireplaces and keep chimneys and flues free of 
obstruction and creosote buildup.

 • Smoking is the number one cause of fatal home fires. Never smoke in bed, when drowsy, or 
while consuming alcohol.

 • Put cigarettes and ashes into a deep, flat-bottomed ashtray. Don’t empty them into wastebaskets.
 • Never leave candles burning unattended.
 • Do not use extension cords as “permanent” wiring.
 • Never run extension cords under rugs or in areas where they will be walked on.
 • Do not use heat lamps to keep pets warm on porches or in attached garages.
 • Keep all lighters and matches out of children’s reach.
 • Keep high-intensity halogen lamps away from draperies and other combustible materials.
 • Clean the lint trap on your clothes dryer frequently.

Tools Against Fire
Fire Extinguishers
Purchase a multi-purpose, 10-lb. dry chemical extinguisher, labeled ABC. It puts 
out most types of fires — wood, paper, cloth, flammable liquid, or electrical fires.
Avoid Halon extinguishers. 

Place extinguishers in the kitchen, outside bedrooms, living areas, basement, and 
garage as well as in shops, tractors, combines, and other machinery. Fire extinguishers 
are available for purchase from Fairmont Farmers Mutual or can be ordered through 
your agent. The prices for fire extinguishers are as follows:

10 pound  - $65.00; Bracket for 10 pound extinguisher - $25.00
5 pound - $45.00

2.5 pound - $35.00

Smoke Detectors
Buy a smoke detector for each level of your home. Also place a smoke detector 
outside each bedroom and in stairways. Test detectors bimonthly and change the
battery at least once per year.

Planning Your Escape
Develop and practice a home fire escape plan — with two ways out of each room. Select a meeting 
place outside to meet. Teach children how to call for help from a trusted neighbor’s home. Never 
reenter a burning building.

Learn the Drill!
 • Pretend your family is asleep. Have everyone in bedrooms with the door closed.
 • Someone sounds the alarm.
 • Each person tests the bedroom door for heat. Use the back of your hand, reaching as high as 

safely possible.
 • Pretend it’s hot and use an alternate escape route.
 • If your only escape route has smoke near the ceiling, crawl low under the
           smoke and get out as soon as possible.
 • Have everyone meet outdoors for roll call. One person goes to the prearranged phone.
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TRADITION AND 
FARMING GO HAND 
IN HAND. 
Make sure your traditions are 
keeping the farm safe now and 
for future generations. We’re 
proud to provide protection to 
many of our area farmers. 


