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Be On The Safe Side This Season: 

H A P P Y
Holidays!

Top 10 Tips for Safer Holidays

1. Water, water, water your tree. 
Dry trees pose a fire risk – make a fresh cut on the
base before putting your tree into a sturdy stand,
and water frequently.

2. Check your lights, check them twice.
Inspect all of your electric lights and decorations for
damage or wear. Cracked sockets, frayed or bare
wires and loose connections may pose a fire or
shock hazard.

6. Give wrapping paper a second life.
Don’t burn used wrapping paper as it may cause in-
tense flash fires. And throwing it out adds waste.
Consider recycling or repurposing it instead.

10. Look for UL.
The UL mark on a product means that samples of
that product have been tested to the highest safety
standards. Make sure to look for it to help keep your
holidays safe and bright.

3. Plan your fire escape.
Use the holidays as a good time to practice a fire
escape plan with your loved ones. Identify at
least two exits from every room in the house.

5. Be flame aware.
Always blow out unattended candles and teach
your children to stay away from lit candles or fire-
places.

8.
Steer your tree clear.
Your tree should be positioned at least three feet
away from fireplaces, radiators and other heat
sources. It should also not block any doorways or
exits.

7. Check extension cords.
Do not connect more than three miniature light
strings together. Also, be sure to check the rating
on your extension cords and do not plug in more
than the recommended wattage.

9. Decorate with a safe eye.
Cords should not be run under carpets or tacked-
up with metal nails or staples. Small decorations
can be choking hazards so keep them out of the
reach of toddlers.

4. Sleep safe: Install carbon monoxide alarms.
Be sure that at least one carbon monoxide alarm is
installed on each floor of your home, and always
close to sleeping areas.

With the hustle and bustle of the holidays, it seems that there’s never enough time to get everything done. It’s important, though,
to make sure that safety doesn’t get left off the list: during the holiday season, fires cause more than $18 million in property
damage and holiday decorating injuries send more than 13,000 to the emergency room. [1] Help keep your family safe this
season with these quick, simple steps.

1 U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, 2011



Insurance fraud costs an average family about $950 a year, and insurance companies
and consumers across the United States an estimated $80 billion a year, according to
the Coalition Against Insurance Fraud. “Everyone pays for insurance fraud one way or
another.” 

Hard Fraud: Someone deliberately fakes an accident, injury, theft, arson or other loss to col-
lect money illegally from insurance companies. 

Soft Fraud: Normally honest people often tell "little white lies" to their insurance company
for the purposes of filing or maximizing a claim. Many people think it's just harmless fudging. But
soft fraud is a crime, and raises everyone's insurance costs.

Fraud schemes are orchestrated against insurance companies by individuals or entities such as poli-
cyholders, medical providers, beneficiaries, vendors, chiropractors and career criminals. 
Examples include:

Arson for profit: An owner of a property, or someone hired by an owner, deliberately
burns a business, home or vehicle to collect insurance money;

Falsifying theft reports: A property owner falsely reports that items were stolen or
exaggerates the value of items taken in a burglary so they can collect insurance money;

Property fraud: An owner buys multiple policies on the same property or vehicle then pur-
posely damages or destroys the property or vehicle and collects insurance money from all the policies.
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Good question! First, it's good to understand what does not constitute insurance
fraud. A good-faith disagreement between an insurance company and a con-
sumer about a claim is not insurance fraud. Neither is an insurance company's
decision to decline your insurance application or to not renew your coverage.

Insurance fraud occurs when people deceive an insurance company or agent to collect
money to which they are not entitled. Insurance fraud can be "hard" or "soft."

What is Insurance Fraud?What is Insurance Fraud?

If you suspect insurance fraud, call the Fraud Tip Line at 1-888-FRAUD MN (1-888-372-8366). 



Working together we protect our own   3   www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net

While alternative heating methods may save
you a few dollars, be sure the savings don't
translate into a fire in your home. Heating fires
are the second-leading cause of home fires
after cooking and one of the two leading
causes of home fire deaths in the United States,
according to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA). 

To guard against the injuries and property 
damage that occur every year from alternative
heating, a few simple safety precautions should
be followed:

When purchasing a space heater make sure 
     it is UL Listed. If a product is UL Listed it 
     means UL has tested samples of the product
     for risk of fire, electric shock and other 
     hazards. 

 Space heaters should never be used as a 
     primary source of heat. When using a space
     heater as a supplementary device, make sure
     it is at least 3 feet away from any household
     combustibles such as curtains, decorations, 
     newspapers and flammable liquids. 

Most importantly, the best defense is a good
     offense. Install smoke alarms to warn of a

fire and have carbon
monoxide (CO) alarms
in your home to warn
about a faulty furnace,
fireplace or other vent-
ing problems. Be dili-
gent in changing the
batteries on your smoke
and CO alarms.
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In the year 2000 an educational scholarship
fund was established by the Board of Directors
of the Minnesota Association of Farm Mutual
Insurance Companies (MAFMIC). These scholar-
ship funds are available to Minnesota high
school graduating seniors who qualify, accord-
ing to an established set of eligibility guidelines
which are listed on the back of the application.
You can find a copy of the application on our
website: www.fairmontfarmersmutual.net. You
can also contact your agent or Fairmont Farmers
Mutual to obtain a copy. 

If you have a high school senior, be sure to get
your copy of the 2014 application and eligibility
guidelines now. These applications should be
sent to the MAFMIC Scholarship Selection Com-
mittee and must be postmarked by March 7 to
qualify. 

Another scholarship to check into is Grinnell
Mutual’s Road To Success Scholarship Program.
This program rewards high school seniors for ex-
celing both in the classroom and on the road-
ways. For more information about these
scholarships, please go to the Grinnell Mutual
public website www.grinnellmutual.com under
the Scholarships tab found at the bottom of the
homepage, to view/print the Road to Success
scholarship handout and application form.

2014

Don’t delay.

Apply now!
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