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Smoke Alarms
Smoke alarms that are properly installed and 
maintained play a vital role in reducing fi re deaths 
and injuries.

Smoke alarms save lives. If there is a fi re in your home, smoke spreads fast and you need smoke alarms to give 
you time to get out. Having a working smoke alarm cuts the chances of dying in a reported fi re in half. Almost 
two-thirds of home fi re deaths resulted from fi res in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms.

Here’s what you need to know!
 » A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat and fi re. Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room 

and outside each separate sleeping area. Install alarms on every level of the home. Smoke alarms should 
be interconnected. When one sounds, they all sound.

 » Test your smoke alarms at least once a month. 
 » When a smoke alarm sounds, get outside and stay outside.
 » Replace all smoke alarms in your home every 10 years. To determine the age of your smoke alarm, look 

at the back where you will fi nd the date of manufacture. Smoke alarms should be replaced 10 years from 
the date of manufacture.

 » Immediately replace any smoke alarm that does not respond properly when tested.
 » Replace combination smoke-carbon monoxide alarms according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.
 » Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.
 » There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke alarms are quicker to warn about fl aming fi res. Photo-

electric alarms are quicker to warn about smoldering fi res. It is best to use of both types of alarms in the 
home.

 » A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the kitchen to 
reduce false alarms. They should be at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove.

 » People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights and bed 
shakers.

Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fi re escape plan. When there is a fi re, smoke spreads fast. Working 
smoke alarms give you early warning so you can get outside quickly. Your ability to get out of your house 
during a fi re depends on advance warning from smoke alarms and advance planning.

 » Get everyone in your household together and make a home escape plan. Walk through your home and 
look for two ways out of every room. 
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 » Make sure escape routes are clear of debris and doors and windows open easily. Windows with security bars 
or grills should have an emergency release device.

 » Plan an outside meeting place where everyone will meet once they have escaped. A good meeting place is 
something permanent, like a tree, light pole, or mailbox a safe distance in front of the home.

 » If there are infants, older adults, family members with mobility limitations or children who do not wake to 
the sound of the smoke alarm, make sure that someone is assigned to assist them in the event of an emer-
gency.

 » If the smoke alarm sounds, get outside and stay outside. Respond quickly – get up and go, remember to 
know two ways out of every room, get yourself outside quickly, and go to your outside meeting place with 
your family.

Continued from page 1

Minnesota Department Of Agriculture Launches 
New Farm Safety Program to Prevent Tractor Roll-Overs

Reimbursement available for tractor roll bars and seatbelts.

Thousands of farmers, family members and farm workers are injured and hundreds more die in farming accidents 
every year in the United States.  Agriculture is considered the most hazardous industry. A farmer is 800 percent 
more likely to die while working than people in other jobs.  The leading cause of death is tractor rollovers.
In addition to tractor rollovers, there are many other health and safety hazards on the farm including grain bins 
and silos, manure pits, toxic gases, chemicals and pesticides, livestock handling and others.  Many of these haz-
ards can be prevented or minimized with training or by installing and using safety equipment. 

Rollover Protective Structures (ROPS) Rebate Program
The 2016 Minnesota Legislature established the Rollover Protective Structures (ROPS) Rebate Program at the Min-
nesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) to make tractor safety equipment affordable and simple to order.  

The program reimburses farmers and schools at least 70 percent of the cost of purchasing, shipping, and install-
ing a rollover protection kit – a roll bar and safety belt – limiting an applicant’s cost per tractor to no more than 
$500.  Roll bars and seat belts are 99 percent effective in preventing death and serious injury in the event of a 
rollover.
The program is administered by the New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH), the 
organization that administers ROPS programs in seven other states. The program is the result of a public private 
partnership with the State contributing $250,000 and private donations provided by Cargill, CHS, Inc., ADM, and 
Land O’Lakes. 

Eligibility
Minnesota farmers and schools that retrofi t tractors built before 1987 with rollover protective structures that 
meet or exceed SAE International Standard J2194 are eligible for this rebate program.

How to Apply
All applications must go through the New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH).  NYCA-
MH provides price estimates and suppliers of rollover protection kits that work on your tractor.  

Call toll-free 877-ROPS-R4U (877-767-7748), email ROPS@nycamh.com  or go on line to the Rollover Protection 
Structures ROPS Rebate Program website for more information or to register for a rollover kit.
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Top Tips to Prevent Combine Fires 
Combine fires can cause devastating damage. Take these simple steps to do your part to prevent them.

Electrical systems:
»» Keep wiring and fuses in proper operating condition and position.
»» Properly route and insulate all replacement wires.
»» Use heat-resistant insulation.

Fuel systems:
»» Regularly inspect fuel lines.
»» Keep fuel lines in good condition with tight connections.
»» When refueling, always shut off the engine and let the equipment cool for 15 minutes before you refuel.
»» Never fill the gasoline supply tank near an open flame, while smoking, or with the engine running.
»» Wipe up oil and fuel spills as they occur. This prevents chaff and trash from collecting and combining to 

start a fire.
Mechanical operation:

»» Use a pressure washer or a compressed air blowgun to thoroughly clean the machine.
»» Remove excess crop residue from rotating units.
»» Always inspect the machine for buildup of harvest materials (chaff and leaves) before operation.
»» Keep your work area clean.
»» Check lubricant levels often, and grease fittings regularly. Fix leaking oil, fuel, or hydraulic lines promptly. 

Check belts for proper tension and wear to reduce friction.
»» Carefully check bearings for excessive heat. Overheated bearings are a major cause of 

combine fires.
»» Check valve covers for oil leaks that can ignite as oil runs down manifolds.
»» Check for cracked or loose exhaust pipes, ports and check the manifold.
»» Pay particular attention to the exhaust system, checking for leaks, 

damage, or an accumulation of crop residue.
In the field:

»» Put out any fire immediately.
»» Always have a fire extinguisher within reach.
»» Keep at least one fully charged 10-lb. ABC fire extinguisher on all 

equipment. (Or carry two: one in the cab and one where it can be reached 
from the ground.)

»» Visually check your extinguishers 
monthly, looking for cracks in the hose 
and inspecting the gauge to see if the 
extinguisher is fully charged.

»» Have a professional fire extinguisher 
company inspect your fire 
extinguishers annually.

»» Carry your cell phone or two-way 
radio with you at all times so you can 
summon help.

»» If a fire does occur, CALL 911 FIRST, and then 
attempt to extinguish the fire by pulling the pin on the fire 
extinguisher and squeezing the handles together. Aim the nozzle 
at the base of the fire and sweep from side to side.  Remember 
P.A.S.S., which stands for Pull, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep.

By Margy Eckelkamp, Director of Content Development, Machinery Pete



Many farm vehicles do not have safety restraints for passengers. Bumps, ditches, and 
uneven terrain can knock a passenger from a tractor.

This harvest, don’t let kids or visitors hop on for a ride unless the vehicle is designed for more than one.

Is your farm properly protected? Call your agent today for a quote.
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